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regarded his pile of Cavendish copies as a personal gift, which it may have been;16 and        
if the other colleges wrote, their letters were not retained and published, and it seems    
more likely that they were never sent. This, as several modern writers on Cavendish        
have commented, is in stark contrast to Cambridge, where particularly St John’s and Trinity 
vied in obsequiousness, and the university as a body also sent several ecstatic letters. As 
Douglas Grant first pointed out in his study of Cavendish, the reason for this contrast is 
not hard to seek: the Cavendishes had ties to Cambridge University, not Oxford, and the 
Oxonians must have realized that the fundraising potential here was very limited. Fund-
raising through flattery is not a modern invention.  
 New College was a beneficiary of Margaret’s ambitions. She is recorded in the 
library’s Benefactors’ Book thus: 
 

Ilustrissima Domina 
DOMINA MARGARETA DUCISSA DE NOVO-CASTRA DD   

The life of the Duke of New-Castle. 
Orations of diuerse sorts. 
Philosophicall and Physical opinions 
Sociable letters 
Philosophicall letters or modest reflections 
Poems and Phancies 
Playes.17 

 
These six texts, all folios, are still in the college today, and this entry allows us to confirm 
that none has gone missing since their accession, which probably happened in several 
stages between 1662 or 1663, and 1667. 1667 is also the year in which Cavendish seemingly 
stopped presenting books to Oxford: there are no suitably-provenanced copies of her 
works in Oxford libraries from after that date. Our six books therefore comprise a 
complete post-Restoration Cavendish collection to 1667, with the exception of her 
Observations Upon Experimental Philosophy with its appendix, The Blazing World, ironically her 
two best-known works today. Indeed, this publication is very rare in Oxford in either of 
its editions (1666, 1668), and yet very common in Cambridge—which must mean that 
Cavendish’s most engaged work (it is amongst other things a critique of Robert Hooke’s 
Micrograpia (1665)) was deliberately withheld from Oxford libraries.18 Why was this? 

                                                 
16 Letters and Poems, p. 95 (30 June 1663); that Tully kept whichever books had been sent to him as his own 
is strongly suggested by the presence in St Edmund Hall today solely of two later Cavendish copies, both 
printed in 1664, and both marked as authorial presentations. (Compare also the records of book donations 
to St Edmund Hall in MS Rawl. D 398, fol. 44r, where she is listed simply as giving ‘Volumina suorum 
Operum in Fol:’.) And indeed, Tully’s personal copy of the Philosophical and Physical Opinions (1663) is in the 
British Library, annotated by Tully with the names of possible translators for Cave
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 New College’s copies show the standard corrections and tinkerings tracked by 
Fitzmaurice in his survey of other Oxford copies. Typical, too, is the censorship that has 
been imposed in two places on Cavendish’s Life of her husband, where a passage 
insinuating Charles I’s tight-fistedness or at least impecuniosity is heavily blacked out, and 
two names supplied in a later marginal note are likewise deleted.
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  Bodleian University Balliol Merton Exeter Oriel Queen's 

New 

College Lincoln 

All 

Souls Brasenose Magdalen 

Corpus 

Christi 

Christ 

Church Trinity 

St 

John's Jesus Wadham Pembroke 

St 

Edmund 

Hall [Hertford] [Worcester] [EFL] 

Philosophical 

Fancies 1653 (X)                       

Poems and 

Fancies 1653 X + (X)                       

The Worlds Olio 1655 (X)      


