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A New College Pun Revisited

Old Warden is now the home of the Shuttleworth Agricultural Research Station, while the
vestigial Old Warden Abbey was purchased by the Landmark Trust, founded by New College
alumnus, John Smith. Inspired by Bedfordshire pride, the College in 2013 started propagating
warden pear trees. Subsequently, a Heritage Lottery Fund grant has enabled the project to DNA
test these wardens, and compare them to the Pyrus ‘Black Worcester’, which survived in places in
its own county. The results show that they are in fact, identical.
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