New College Notes 9 (2018), no. 8
ISSN 2517-6935



Brotherly Love?

The real row, however, was occasioned by the epilogue. Young had written a decorous history
lesson, explaining that though the wicked Perseus seemed to have triumphed over his virtuous
brother Demetrius=GHVFULEHG DV JEHQLIQI\ briJKW DV WIDUV IR ODULQHW-=he would in fact get his
comeuppance later:

Thrown headlong down, by Rome in triumph led,
JRU KLY QLIKHI-V GHHG KLV SHUIXU-G ERVRP EHG

+LV EURWKHU-V JKRW HDFK PRPHQI PDGH KLP VIDUW
$QG DI KLV IDIKHU-V DQJIXLVK UHQI KLV KHDUt.

Garrick replaced this with an epilogue which he had independently commissioned from David
ODUHIK ZKLFK VSRNHQ E\ - LN\ &ILYH ZKR PXVI KDYH IDNHQ WiKH UROH RI = HLD WKH KHURLQH-V 1DLIKIX0
PDLGVHUYDQI  HQUDJHG <RXQJ ZLWK LIV {FRDUVH REVFHQLUIN-. His exception to the tone may have been
FRPSRXQGHG E\ WKLV YHUVLRQ-V UHYHIDILRQ RI KLV FKDULIDECH LQUHQILRQV &DQILHIG LQ KHU GLVFXWLRQ RI
the play, suggests that it was EHFDXVH {VSULJKIO\ - LW\ &ILYH  ORYHG iR JLYH FRDUVHQHVV D0 LIV SRLQUI-
but this is contradicted by her unusually spotless reputation.® The objectionable speech runs as
follows:

To woman, sure, the most severe affliction

Is, by these fellows, point-blank contradiction.
Our bard, without 2 | wish he would appear 2
Ud! I would give it him 2 but you shall hear 2
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Brotherly Love?

The lines which caused Young particular offence were, of course, the ones about propagation, but
it cannot have been comfortable to have both his chosen charity, and its name, held up for ridicule.
There must, too, have been a danger that the epilogue would eclipse the play: Clive was famous
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Brotherly Love?

With rich reward HDFK DG\ KHUH VKD VPLH-=2and, though pressed into service as a metaphor for
hope, the epilogue suggests that there is a painted canvas backdrop:

Oh! how the gay fantastic scene deceives!
In perspective how fair the picture lies!
Approach 2
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