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The Story of One Year in the Early Life of New College 
 
Introduction 
This article is based upon a 



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/reading-old-documents/
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Item 109 - The Costs of the Chapel - And in bread having been bought for divine 
celebration in the chapel for the year 7s. 4d. 

 
Dates 
At the time of this New College Account Roll the Julian Calendar was in use and the English year 
began on Lady Day, or the Feast of the Annunciation, 25 March; thus a date which we would write 
now as 20 February 1393 would have been written then as 20 February 1392. The year number is 
not used in this New College Account Roll but it is inferred from the Regnal Years of King Richard 
II, as follows:  

Item 1 - Comp[otus] ... a xxvijo die Septembr[is] Anno r[egni] r[egis] Ric[ard]i s[e]c[un]di 
post conq[uestum] xvjo vsq[ue] xxvjtu[m] die[m] Septembr[is] p[ro]x[imum] 
sequent[em] A[nn]o eiusd[e]m Regis xvijo ... 

Item 1 - The account ... from the 27th day of September in the 16th year of the reign of 
King Richard the second after the conquest to the 26th day of September next 
following in the 17th year of the same King ... 

Thus the 16th year of the reign of King Richard the second, shortened to 16 Ric II, ran 
from 22 June 1392, the anniversary of the start of his reign, to 21 June 1393. 

Another common way to refer to dates was to name a particular Feast day or sometimes 
the vigilia, for the day before, or crastino, for the day after that feast day, for example: 

Item 77 - ... & ij pietanc[ijs] pro socijs videl[ice]t in vigil[ia] Pasche & in fest[o] eiusd[em] 
... 
Item 77 - ... and for 2 pittances for the Fellows namely in the vigil of Easter and in the 
feast of the same ... 
These two dates are therefore Saturday, 5 April 1393 and Sunday, 6 April 1393.14 

 
Money 
Monetary values are expressed in Roman numerals but with the use of ‘j’ for a final ‘i’. Before the 
17th p
0.0000G80 0.439 0.753 RG
2]he 

https://www.bankofengland.co.uk/monetary-policy/inflation/inflation-calculator
https://www.bankofengland.co.uk/monetary-policy/inflation/inflation-calculator
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The Hall Steward’s Book groups Maximum number 
in any one week 

Total number of different 
names across 52 weeks 

Vice-Warden 1 2 

[Fellows] Masters (MA Degree) 18 20 

[Fellows] Bachelors (BA Degree) 22 
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Item 
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Item 232 - And in the expenses of the same with 3 horses from Oxford to Clere to the lord 
founder from his mandate on the 16th day of the month of Sep December and for 
the 2 days following 4s. 2d. 

Item 244 - And in the expenses of the same together with Robert Ketone and Richard 
Prewes for riding in the visitation of the manors and churches of the college from 
the 2nd day of September up to the 23 day of the same month namely from Oxford 
17s. 2d. 

Other items involving the Warden’s travels are discussed in subsequent sections. 
 
John of Gaunt, the King’s uncle, v
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Senior justices visited, see below, and bishops and burgesses were also among the nobles 
visiting: 

Item 327 - And in wine for the commissioners of the lord bishop of Lincoln for looking at 
the bull for the appropriation of the churches of Eadburbury and Swalclyfe on the 4th 
day of July 5d. 

Item 343 - And in the expenses having been incurred for the lord bishop of Hereford for 
coming to the college on the 21st day of July 2s. 6d. 

Item 358 - And in wine for various burgesses for coming to the college on the last day of 
September for weighing lead 3d. 

 
An Episcopal visitation of New College by William of Wykeham’s commissioners 
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 Not included above, are building works in the stables to accommodate the ten horses of the 
Visitors, and the resultant expenses, as follows: 

Item 402 - And in 1 labourer having been hired subsequently for repairing the rack and 
the manger and enlarging the walls of the stable in preparation for the arrival of 
the Visitors for 3 days receiving for a day 2d. 6d. 

Item 31 - And from hay having been sold from the store of the college for the horses of 
the Visitors 2s. 5½d. 

Item 222 - And in the expenses of the horses of the Warden being in the household of 
Roger Chyddusley for 2 nights at the time of the visitation this year 1s. 2d. 

 From the above extracts it can be seen that the Visitors left Highclere on 8 January 1393 
and returned there from Oxford on 14 January 1393. This ties in with another Item dated ‘in the 
month of January’ when Richard Malforde accompanied the visitors from Oxford on their return 
to Highclere to meet with William of Wykeham: 

Item 283 - And in the expenses of the same Richard [Malforde] for riding to High Clere to 
the lord founder with the Visitors and hence to Hekfelde to the Warden and after 
to Oxford for 4 days in the month of January and in 2 horses having been hired 
during the same period for the same and for 1 Servant 3s. 11d. 

Richard Malforde was a Master and a Fellow at this time, but was elected Warden to 
succeed Thomas Cranley, who resigned 25 February 1396, Malforde died in 1403. The Hall 
Steward’s Book confirms Richard Malforde’s absence from College at this time: 

[14 January 1393] On the day of Tuesday Malforde went before lunch 
[17 January 1393] On the day of Friday Richard Malforde came to lunch 
William of Wykeham was at Highclere during this visitation, arriving there on or before    

7 December 139236, and remaining until on or after 15 January 139337. The bishop next travelled 
to his palace at Farnham to meet with Richard II and his entourage on 17 January 1393 moving 
on to stay with the King at the bishop’s residence at Bishop’s Sutton on 18 and 19 January 1393. 
Finally, he travelled to Winchester on the next day to attend the Parliament there from 20 January38 
to 11 February 1393.39 

The Warden, Thomas Cranley, visited William of Wykeham at Highclere from 16 to 18 
December 1392, as follows: 

Item 232 - And in the expenses of the same with 3 horses from Oxford to Clere to the 
lord founder from his mandate on the 16th day of the month of December and 
for the 2 days following 4s. 2d. 

The Warden was also in Winchester, by the order of the bishop, from 28 January to               
2 February during the Parliament there, perhaps to discuss the results of the visitation: 

Item 233 - And in the expenses of the same from Hafhonte to Winchester at the time of the 
parliament from the mandate of the lord founder and thus to Oxford from the 28th 
day of January and for the 5 days following 9s. 10½d. 

 
The Great Register is started and the Statutes are revised 
Following the visitation there were two major refroms; firstly, a Great Register was drawn up to 
record the oaths of the Fellows: 

Item 314 - And in a reward to Master Edmund Warham for the original documents to be 
made from the swearing of the Fellows of the college and for the undertaking and 
composition of the great register and other tasks on occasions £1 0s. 0d. 

Secondly, the Statutes were revised but this new set of rubrics has not been definitively 
identified among the College Archives. Several copies of the Statutes have survived from the late 

                                                
36 HRO 21M65/A1/10, f. 224r and Kirby, Wyekham’s Register, p. 185. 
37 HRO 21M65/A1/10, ff. 224v-225v and Kirby, Wykeham’s Register, pp.185-186. 
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In the fourteenth century there were two central courts, the Court of King’s Bench, which 
tried cases requiring the king’s presence, and the Court of Common Pleas (or Bench), which tried 
cases between subject and subject and did not concern the king. At this time they both sat in 
Westminster Hall, though the former did occasionally travel around the country. Justices from the 
two courts, together with barons of the Exchequer of Pleas also travelled around the country on 
five commissions: of assize (civil), of nisi prius (civil), of the peace (criminal), of oyer and terminer 
(criminal), and of gaol delivery (criminal). The Chief Justice of the Court of Common Pleas was 
Sir Robert Charleton, and the Justices were William Thirning, William Rickhill, John Wadham, and 
Richard Sydenham and 
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A glazier of stained-glass windows visits 
A number of craftsmen dined with the Fellows and/or the Servants according to the Hall Steward’s 
Book. These included Thomas of Oxford, a glazier, William Brown, a stonemason, and unnamed 
plumbers, carpenters, a smith, a tiler, a charcoal burner, and a cooper, as follows:  
 

Christian Surname Occupation Day Date Meal With 

William Broun stonemason Fri 1 Nov 1392 lunch Fellows 

  2 carpenters Sun 17 Nov 1392 lunch Fellows 

  1 carpenter Sun 29 Dec 1392 lunch Fellows 
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There is no doubt at all as to the author of the New College glass, Thomas of Oxford 
... [he] appears constantly in the New College hall books from 1386 until his death in 
1427. ... But the design may on the other hand have been made by the mysterious 
Herebright of Cologne, who worked for William of Wykeham at Farnham Castle and 
Esher Place in 1393, and who is thought to have designed the Winchester College glass 
in the same year. Continental influences are certainly apparent in the New College 
windows ... and it would be fitting if these rare examples of the International Gothic 
style in England were due to Wykeham’s employment of skilled foreign designer-
craftsmen. 

 
However, there are no items in the New College Account Roll which identify the specific 

window glazing works which would require at least a glazier, a stonemason, and a plumber. Perhaps 
it was paid for directly by William of Wykeham



The Early Life of New College 

New College Notes 11 (2019), no. 3 
ISSN 2517-6935 

20 

Kitchen 
Item 179 - And in 1 spit of iron having been bought of length 6 feet for eels and roasting 

a spit-load 1s. 0d. 
Treasury 

Item 187 - And in the writing of the account roll for the college and for various others 
touching the college 6s. 8d. 

Stipends 
Item 201 - And in the money having been paid to the lord Warden for the whole year £40 

0s. 0d. 
Item 194 - And in the stipend of the Vice-Warden for a half of the year receiving £1 6s. 

8d. 
The Warden’s stable 
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Chapel, of Wardens Thomas Cranley and Richard Malford, which show the style of their formal 
ecclesiastical clothing (see the illustrations, below). 
 
A Chaplain steals a deer 
It appears that the following items in the New College Account Roll, which concern the theft of 
deer by a Chaplain, merited significant expenditure; at the time theft was an offence which could 
be punished by death. Initially there was a civil arrest and the involvement of civil authorities in 
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Brass in the ante-chapel of New College Chapel of 
Richard Malford, Warden, died 1403, 

in a cope with his initials, R & M, on the orphreys; 
the inscription and the scroll are lost.49 

 Brass in the ante-chapel of New College Chapel of Thomas Cranley, Warden and  
subsequently Archbishop of Dublin, died 1417, in archiepiscopal vestments with mitre and cross; 

the inscription is eight Latin verses, there are two shields; 
the marginal inscription, also in eight Latin verses, is nearly all lost.50 

                                                
49 For the text, see Mill Stephenson, A List of Monumental Brasses in the British Isles (London: Headley Brothers, 1926), p. 414; for the images see Herbert Druitt, A Manual of Costume as 
Illustrated by Monumental Brasses (London: Alexander Moring, 1906), p. 89. 
50 For the text, see Stephenson, List of Monumental Brasses, p. 414; for the images, see Druitt, Manual of Costume, p. 79. 
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A Lombard merchant lends money for Brother Anthony 
A ‘brother Anthony’ is listed in the New College Account Roll as being present for meals during 
the 5th, 12th, 17th, 18th, 22nd, 23rd, 24th and 25th weeks and on several other 
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