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On the facing page, there are a series of Latin sayings which are then repeated.6 The name 
Johannes Bryne is nestled under the repetition and above the scribbles. The ‘Ego sum bonus puer’ 
line is then repeated a couple of times before the letters of the alphabet are written. Lines from ‘ego 
sum’ appear on several other folios, especially those at the end. 

Another constant throughout the beginning and ending folios is the line Iste liber constat   
Johannes Byrne. 
 

 
 

New College Library, Oxford, MS 160, f. 2r [detail] 

 
Under the inscription for the book is one partial line from the list of sayings (Si mea penna valet 

melior) and the English saying ‘many hondys make lette worke’. 
The final added text of note is the prayer on fol. 4v. that calls upon the wounds of Christ. It 

begins In nomine Patris et Filii et Spiritus Sancti. Amen. Per virtutem Dei sint medicina mei Jhesu pia crux et passio 
Christi Vulnera quinque sint medicina mei and proceeds to call upon not only Mary but also Katherine and 
Cecilia. These texts which have been added give the book a unique flavour of a youth trying to learn 
his penmanship and note down familiar sayings and prayers. 

The overall effect of this book of hours suggests that it is a student volume, used perhaps as 
a textbook. Several observations lead to this conclusion. The material on the opening and closing 
folios, and especially the frequent repetition of 
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