they might confirm friendships, forge common

identities, secure patronage and political support or care for tHeestaih periods of the year
were associated with giving and receiving presents.tiundeidors New Year was typically
when courtiersaenpeted for royal attention by sending tokens of their affection and the monarch

was expected to repay in kind.
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Though Erasmus offered a number of his writings to English patrons in the period, the
physical dedication copies are rare; notes from the author rarer still. Two volumes bestowed on
Henry VIII are now at Cambridge and Charlecote®Patkird may be the tweolume New
7HVWDPHQW DQG QRWHV SULQWHG RQ YHOOXP QRZ DW
presumably intended for John Fisher, Bishop of Rochiistee. of those are inscribed by their
author.That New College should have erome editiolmoweveris no great surprise. Warham
had been gellow of the college from 1475 to 1488 and was a great benefactor of thatlibrary.
SUHVHQW PDQXVFULSWYV DQG SULQWHG ERRNV VWLOC
Warhant. These and others arrived in at least four instalments in83%68,1523and 1532
though the exact details of these gifts are sometimes frustratingly vague. Koraper that
RWKHU FROOHJH PHPEHUYV L Qadhakait tD pjenKhe ardaie 2xvmaEkREK VHKR |
its way to New College.

It is not the gift itself but the mechanicgsgjiving that are the focus of this Note. Thanks
WR WKH H[WHQVLYH VXUYLYDO RI (UDVPXV: FRUNEWVSRQGH
& R O OJerbhe-adition came to England and the European network of printers, couriers,
booksellers, binders and friends requirqutédsent a volumat the beginning of the sixteenth
century. Such processes are often hidden fronbwiglveyshed light on the early dern book
trade and the practice of gjfting more generally. In turn, an understanding of these processes
can help us to understand how the books may have originally been presented and how they arrived
at New College.

Strictly speaking, Warhaeteived the dedication edition of Jerome in two instalments
the first in June 1516 and the second sometime after Novésil&rwas a busy year for
Erasmus.
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before sendinthemto Warham. Thikteredition, the scholdmoastedwas not only printezh
TEHWWHU SDSHU DQG ZLWK PIEWD X\WHIXIDPON BREOGFOWZ H Gt
The whereabouts of this second Jerome gift are unknown and Erasmus himself was uncertain as
to whether they had been delivered. It would have been a prized object in England since it was
onlyat the end of th&510s that English humanists began to impress their patrons with-such gilt
bindings® 7K H F R >QoWbidderg experimautwith the technique in the following decade
but English collectonssuallyrelied on foreign centres for this finer ¢faft.

The arival of a secontlll HGLWLRQ RI -HURPH:Vabkid52mMayRP (UDYV
also have provided the stimulus for giving away the earlier, less elabNmterthetless, the
exact date of arrival f8T1.74.913at New College is hard to pin down. Warh¥m JLIW RI
theological manuscripts is evidently too.&dmyunknown quantity of books he provided in 1516
can presumably be discourttamisnce the earliest Warham could have received the final Jerome
volumes was at the end of the year. In 1%28dltege wrote a letter of thanks to the archbishop
IRU D JL I|Woieekt Autaets fh many discipf@ KLFK PD\ ZHOO KDYH LQFOX
writings® 7KH ODVW NQRZQ EHTXHVW RI ERRNV FDPH DIWHU :
DUFKELVKRS:V ZLOO VWLSXODWQ RJI WK\D WFLMNE C: R QG HRBIQURHK,
FKDLQHG L Qpnaskrrbbly the ddwUibrary which had been erectdd thK DP -V WLPH L
Oxford, DORQJ ZLWK VRPH fSULFNHVRQJ ERRNHV IRU WKH XVH
WKH VDPKE ARROOMIMVKLY PDNHV QR PHQWLRQ RARD@WIKLQJ
%HQHIDFWR UV théstRiRIAtedade highi MeViglsusiblé wrongly lists a Jerome edition
TZLWK WKH DQQRWDWLRQV RI puti yreudthakedty With a/déties @ DW H |
legal texts like those described in theTw college document known as Liiger Albus no
more enlightening. A sixteentlentury annotator has added a number of names to an earlier
record of donations but lists neither the items nor the date on which they were given, simply
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