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�6�R�P�H���0�D�U�J�L�Q�D�O�L�D���L�Q���%�X�U�Q�H�W�·�V��History of My Own Time 
 
Gilbert Burnet, Bishop of Salisbury (1643�²1715) had no known connection with New College 
during his lifetime, and very little contact with the University of Oxford. He was a graduate of 
the University of Aberdeen, and as a young man he had served briefly as Professor of Divinity in 
the University of Glasgow, but he is not remembered primarily as an academic or as a scholar. 
Yet, long af�W�H�U���K�L�V���G�H�D�W�K�����1�H�Z���&�R�O�O�H�J�H���/�L�E�U�D�U�\���D�F�T�X�L�U�H�G���D���F�R�S�\���R�I���R�Q�H���R�I���%�X�U�Q�H�W�·�V���E�R�R�N�V���R�I���Y�H�U�\��
considerable interest to those historians of the British Isles who specialize in the late seventeenth 
and early eighteenth centuries. To explain why this is so, it is necessary first to describe Burnet, 
and the part he played in the affairs of the period through which he lived.

question, in about 1703, during the reign of Queen Anne. It was an exercise in contemporary 
history, rather than an autobiography, and it covered, in a narrative format, the years from the 
Restoration of 1660 to, eventually, the conclusion of the War of the Spanish Succession at the 
Treaty of Utrecht in 1713. An introductory chapter covered the reign of Charles I, the civil wars 
in Scotland and England, and the Interregnum. It was well known to contemporaries that Burnet 
�Z�D�V���H�Q�J�D�J�H�G���L�Q���Z�U�L�W�L�Q�J���Z�K�D�W���Z�D�V���F�D�O�O�H�G���K�L�V���¶�6�H�F�U�H�W���+�L�V�W�R�U�\�·�����D�Q�G���L�W�V���S�X�E�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�D�V���D�Z�D�L�W�H�G���Z�L�Wh 
keen anticipation, because Burnet was a celebrated figure both in ecclesiastical affairs and in 
secular politics. He had become a minister in the Church of Scotland (then Episcopalian) shortly 
after the Restoration, but he resigned his Glasgow chair in 1674, and he established himself in 
London as an Anglican clergyman. He became a successful and popular preacher, principally at 
the Rolls Chapel in Chancery Lane and at St Clement Danes in the Strand. He achieved a wider 
fame as the author of The History of the Reformation of the Church of England, which was translated 
into French and Latin during his lifetime and which went through several editions in the 
eighteenth century.1 �$�Q�R�W�K�H�U�� �E�R�R�N�� �L�Q�� �D�� �G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W�� �J�H�Q�U�H�� �F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�H�G�� �W�R�� �%�X�U�Q�H�W�·�V�� �J�U�R�Z�L�Q�J��
reputation, and is still of interest to literary scholars; this described the life, and more particularly 
the late repentance and death, of the poet John Wilmot, Earl of Rochester.2   

Burnet had initially attracted the favourable attention at court of both King Charles II 
and his brother the Duke of York, but in the late 1670s he became an associate of some of the 
�F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�� �S�D�U�W�\�� �V�S�R�N�H�V�P�H�Q���� �V�X�F�K�� �D�V�� �6�L�U�� �7�K�R�P�D�V�� �/�L�W�W�O�H�W�R�Q���� �Z�K�R�� �Z�H�U�H�� �L�Q�� �R�S�S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q�� �W�R�� �&�K�D�U�O�H�V�·�V��
ministers. He gradually became identified with the embryonic Whig party at the time of its 
parliamentary campaign to exclude the Catholic Duke of York from the succession to the throne 
in the early 1680s�³ not so much with its leader, the first Earl of Shaftesbury, but more with the 
Earl of Essex and Lord Russell. When Russell was executed after the failure of the Rye House 
Plot in 1683, Burnet attended him on the scaffold. The Duke of York did succeed as King James 
VII & II in 1685, and Burnet prudently sought refuge abroad; this self-imposed exile produced 
another best-seller in a different category of authorship, namely travel-writing.3 He arrived 
eventually in the United Provinces, where he attached himself to the court of William and Mary, 
Prince and Princess of Orange, and he accompanied the Dutch invasion of England in 
November 1688 in the capacity of an unofficial Anglican chaplain to William.  

As the Revolution of 1688�²9 took its course, Burnet was an influential member of 
�:�L�O�O�L�D�P�·�V�� �H�Q�W�R�X�U�D�J�H���� �D�Q�G�� �K�H�� �D�G�Y�L�V�H�G�� �:�L�O�O�L�D�P�� �R�Q�� �&�K�X�U�F�K�� �R�I�� �(�Q�J�O�D�Q�G�� �P�D�W�W�H�U�V�� �D�Q�G�� �R�Q�� �6�F�R�W�W�L�V�K��

                                                
1 The History of the Reformation of the Church of England, 2 vols (London, 1679�²81; a third supplementary volume was 
published in 1714). 
2 Some Passages of the Life and Death of the Right Honourable John, Earl of Rochester (London, 1680, and numerous 
subsequent editions). 
3 Some Letters, Containing an Account of what seemed most remarkable in Switzerland, Italy, &c (Amsterdam, 1686, and 
numerous subsequent editions). 
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marginal annotation in several different hands. Some of this annotation is written on separate 
sheets of paper and is either bound into the volumes, or fixed to the pages with glue or sealing 
wax. Some printed material, such as a cutting from the London Magazine dated 1759, is also bound 
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�7�K�H�� �2�Q�V�O�R�Z�� �I�D�P�L�O�\�� �F�R�S�\�� �R�I�� �%�X�U�Q�H�W�·�V��History �Q�R�Z�� �D�W�� �1�H�Z�� �&�R�O�O�H�J�H�� �L�V�� �Q�R�W���S�U�H�F�L�V�H�O�\�� �¶�L�Q�W�H�U�O�H�D�Y�H�G�·�� 
but it is surely the one to which Seward was referring. Seward had evidently not seen it in 1793, 
but he seems to have gained access to it shortly afterwards. Two years later, in 1795, the European 
Magazine printed the first of eight instalments, spread over thirteen months, of marginalia to 
�%�X�U�Q�H�W�·�V��History.24 These instalments all have the same heading:  
 

�&�X�U�L�R�X�V�� �U�H�P�D�U�N�V���R�Q�� �´�%�L�V�K�R�S�� �%�X�U�Q�H�W�·�V�� �+�L�V�W�R�U�\���R�I�� �+�L�V�� �2�Z�Q�� �7�L�P�H�V�µ���� �%�\���'�U�� �6�Z�L�I�W�����W�K�H��
late Lord Hardwicke, and the late Speaker Onslow. (Never before published.). 

 
The first seven instalments add to this heading:  
 

�7�K�R�V�H�� �3�D�V�V�D�J�H�V�� �P�D�U�N�H�G�� �1���3���� �D�U�H�� �S�D�U�W�V�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O�� �0�D�Q�X�V�F�U�L�S�W�� �R�I�� �%�S���� �%�X�U�Q�H�W�·�V��
History not printed.  

 
The copy now in New College combined the annotations of Swift, Hardwicke, and Onslow, and 
it also included transcripts of the passages omitted from the first printed edition. The 
supposition must be that Seward (or perhaps another writer connected with the European 
Magazine) had now had an opportunity to consult this copy, and that it was the source from 
which the European Magazine printed its extracts. 
 It became apparent quite quickly that the initial intention of the European Magazine to 
print all the marginalia it had discovered had been over-ambitious. The first three instalments 
consisted of a total of 36 comments by Swift, 21 by Onslow, and 14 passages omitted from the 
�I�L�U�V�W�� �H�G�L�W�L�R�Q���� �7�K�H�V�H�� �K�D�G�� �F�R�P�H�� �I�U�R�P�� �W�K�H�� �I�L�U�V�W�� �������� �S�D�J�H�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �I�L�U�V�W�� �Y�R�O�X�P�H�� �R�I�� �%�X�U�Q�H�W�·�V��History, 
leaving the remainder of the first volume and the whole of the second volume�³ 1,314 pages 
altogether�³ still to be covered. Hardwicke, whose marginalia are concentrated in the second 
�Y�R�O�X�P�H���R�I���%�X�U�Q�H�W�·�V History, was unrepresented, in spite of the reference to him in the headings to 
the instalments. A change of plan was initiated in the fourth instalment, and continued 
�W�K�H�U�H�D�I�W�H�U�����6�Z�L�I�W�·�V���U�H�P�D�U�N�V���D�O�R�Q�H���Z�H�U�H���S�U�L�Q�W�H�G�����7�K�H���H�L�J�K�W�K���D�Q�G���O�D�V�W���L�Q�V�W�D�O�P�H�Q�W���U�H�D�F�K�H�G���W�K�H���H�Q�G���R�I��
�%�X�U�Q�H�W�·�V���I�L�U�V�W���Y�R�O�X�P�H�����D�Q�G���L�W���D�O�V�R���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G���W�K�H���U�H�O�D�W�L�Y�H�O�\���I�H�Z���Q�R�W�H�V���6�Z�L�I�W���K�D�G���P�D�G�H���L�Q���W�K�H���V�H�F�R�Q�G��
volume printed in 1734. This instalment did not conclude, as the earlier ones had done, with the 
�S�K�U�D�V�H���¶�7�R���E�H���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�G���R�F�F�D�V�L�R�Q�D�O�O�\�·�����7�K�H���P�D�M�R�U�L�W�\���R�I���2�Q�V�O�R�Z�·�V���F�R�P�P�H�Q�W�V�����W�K�H���P�D�M�R�U�L�W�\���R�I���W�K�H��
�R�P�L�W�W�H�G�� �S�D�V�V�D�J�H�V���� �D�Q�G�� �D�O�O�� �R�I�� �+�D�U�G�Z�L�F�N�H�·�V�� �F�R�P�P�H�Q�W�V���� �W�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H�� �U�H�P�D�L�Q�H�G�� �X�Q�S�Xblished until 
�5�R�X�W�K�·�V�� �H�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V�� �R�I�� ���������²������ �D�G�G�H�G�� �W�K�H�P�� �P�R�U�H�� �V�\�V�W�H�P�D�W�L�F�D�O�O�\�� �W�R�� �%�X�U�Q�H�W�·�V�� �W�H�[�W���� �7�K�H��European 
Magazine �S�U�L�Q�W�H�G�� �6�Z�L�I�W�·�V�� �������� �D�Q�Q�R�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �P�R�U�H�� �R�U�� �O�H�V�V�� �L�Q�� �I�X�O�O���� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�\�� �F�R�U�U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�� �F�O�R�V�H�O�\����
though not quite exactly, to the versions in red ink in the margin of the New College copy.25 

The comments inscribed by the first Earl of Dartmouth in the margins of his copy of 
�%�X�U�Q�H�W�·�V��History had surfaced even earlier. Sir John Dalrymple (1726�²1810) acknowledged in the 
�¶�3�U�H�I�D�F�H�·�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �V�H�F�R�Q�G�� �Y�R�O�X�P�H�� �R�I�� �K�L�V Memoirs of Great Britain and Ireland
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the Prince of Orange and his army on the south coast of England.27 This Lord Dartmouth was 
the father of the �I�L�U�V�W���(�D�U�O���R�I���'�D�U�W�P�R�X�W�K�����W�K�H���D�Q�Q�R�W�D�W�R�U���R�I���%�X�U�Q�H�W�����7�K�H���¶�R�W�K�H�U���S�D�S�H�U�V�·���P�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�H�G��
�E�\���'�D�O�U�\�P�S�O�H���S�U�H�V�X�P�D�E�O�\���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G���W�K�H���I�L�U�V�W���(�D�U�O�·�V���U�H�P�D�U�N�V���R�Q���%�X�U�Q�H�W�·�V��History, since Dalrymple 
�S�U�L�Q�W�H�G���D���V�H�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q���I�U�R�P���W�K�H�V�H���D�V���Z�H�O�O�����'�D�O�U�\�P�S�O�H���Q�R�Z�K�H�U�H���U�H�I�H�U�V���W�R���'�D�U�W�P�R�X�W�K�·�V���Rbservations as 
�L�Q�V�F�U�L�S�W�L�R�Q�V�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �P�D�U�J�L�Q�� �R�I�� �D�� �S�U�L�Q�W�H�G�� �E�R�R�N���� �U�D�W�K�H�U���� �K�H�� �F�D�O�O�V�� �W�K�H�P�� �¶�P�D�Q�X�V�F�U�L�S�W�� �Q�R�W�H�V�·�� �R�U��
�¶�P�H�P�R�U�D�Q�G�X�P�V�·��28 �7�K�L�V�� �V�X�J�J�H�V�W�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �K�H�� �K�D�G�� �E�H�H�Q�� �J�L�Y�H�Q�� �D�F�F�H�V�V���� �Q�R�W�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�S�\�� �R�I�� �%�X�U�Q�H�W�·�V��
History 
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�&�R�Q�Y�H�U�V�H�O�\�����%�X�U�Q�H�W�·�V���D�W�W�H�P�S�W�V���W�R���G�L�V�S�D�U�D�J�H���S�H�U�V�R�Q�V���R�I��whom Swift approved met with vigorous 
objections in the margin. When Burnet presumed to hint that the second Duke of Ormonde had 
�F�R�Q�Y�H�\�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �V�H�F�U�H�W�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �$�O�O�L�H�V�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �)�U�H�Q�F�K�� �L�Q�� ������������ �6�Z�L�I�W�� �U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�H�G�� �¶�9�L�O�H�� �6�F�R�W���� �G�D�U�H�� �W�R��
�W�R�X�F�K�� �2�U�P�R�Q�G�H�·�V�� �+�R�Q�R�X�U���� �D�Q�G�� �V�R�� �I�D�O�V�H�O�\�·��47 Swift also drew attention to the awkwardness of 
�%�X�U�Q�H�W�·�V���V�W�\�O�H�����:�K�H�Q���%�X�U�Q�H�W���Z�U�R�W�H�� 
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been given, they projected this, even while a Session was yet going on, without 
communicating it to the Parliament.52 

 
Dartmouth took exception to this: 
 

If it was ill projected, it was so by the old Ministers: for I wrote many Letters about it, 
the year before, by their Order:53 and it was then stopt, after great Expense and 
Trouble, upon a Representation from the Admiralty, that it was too late in the Year; 
which I understood the Duke of Marlborough was much displeased at, the Design 
being laid by himself: and I suppose the good Bishop, had he known that, would have 
shortened his Remarks upon a Subject so much out of his own sphere. 

 
�(�D�U�O�L�H�U���� �'�D�U�W�P�R�X�W�K�� �Z�D�V�� �O�H�V�V�� �R�I�W�H�Q�� �F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q�H�G�� �W�R�� �H�[�S�U�H�V�V�� �K�L�V�� �F�R�U�U�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V�� �R�I�� �%�X�U�Q�H�W�·�V�� �H�Y�L�G�H�Q�F�H����
although he was �D�O�Z�D�\�V���X�Q�L�Q�K�L�E�L�W�H�G���L�Q���K�L�V���G�L�V�D�S�S�U�R�Y�D�O���R�I���%�X�U�Q�H�W�·�V���R�S�L�Q�L�R�Q�V�����0�R�U�H���F�R�P�P�R�Q�O�\�����K�L�V��
�L�Q�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�� �Z�D�V�� �W�R�� �L�O�O�X�V�W�U�D�W�H�� �D�Q�G�� �H�[�S�D�Q�G�� �%�X�U�Q�H�W�·�V�� �Q�D�U�U�D�W�L�Y�H�� �E�\�� �D�G�G�L�Q�J�� �D�Q�H�F�G�R�W�H�V�� �I�U�R�P�� �K�L�V�� �R�Z�Q��




